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Re: Hahamongna Multi-use Multi-benefit Project Initial Study -response 

 

Dear Rosa and Loren et al: 

 

 

I have been following the City of Pasadena plans for Hahamongna Watershed 

Park for over 25 years.  I have attended most of the  public sessions for this 

park over that time.  The public has clearly expressed its vision for the park:  

A natural watershed with passive recreation uses.  Protection of the aquifer 

which serves 100,000’s of water users, the Los Angeles County flood control 

easement, wildlife habitat and natural vegetation all can and must continue to 

coexist.  The public has demanded this be the case but the City keeps 

reverting back to an unwanted plan of turning this beautiful natural resource 

into a citified park.  And there is a further overlay of protections due to the 

Spirit of the Sage Agreement which must be adhered to. 

 

Over the past few years, Pasadena has been applying for grants using 

erroneous if not flat out false statements about the “users” of new multi use 

fields.  The City has pushed the envelope to gain maximum grant money using 

demographics found in the Villa Park area and carefully enhancing those 

demographics with PUSD’s boundaries by picking up additional lower income 

areas of Altadena while excluding northern sections of the area (above Loma 

Alta, i.e., the Meadows and La Vina) where income levels rise.  This selective 

approach of demographics clearly skews the truth of not just the 



“neighborhood” but the reality of the close neighbors who are in the high 

income City of La Canada Flintridge.  A quick look at a map verifies that 

Villa Park is 6+ miles away and public transit to the area is not only limited 

but requires some 45 minutes of travel time.  The immediate neighbors then 

clearly are the city of La Canada Flintridge, LCF High School (1/2 mile), 

Crestview, St. Francis, St. Bead’s and Flintridge Prep which lay within less 

than ¾ of a mile. 

 

The granting agencies must be made aware of the true facts of the 

demographics of the area.  There is also the question of Pasadena’s agreement 

of matching funds with these agencies.  Matching funds are just that.  I doubt 

if the granting agencies thought the matching funds by the city would be used 

exclusively on select projects.  Dollar for dollar matching is the only way the 

grant money should be spent.  Each individual grant item should benefit from 

the grant and from the city equally and no other lopsided manner.  This was 

not the intent of “matching” grant money. 

 

Further, the logistics of travel to the location is hampered by mature oak 

lined, narrow, barely 2 lane, windy street.  The traffic studies, that I am aware 

of within this area, insisted on using a 24 hour clock which is ridiculous.  

Clearly, the bulk of weekday use during the school year will occur within a 

narrow window of time between 3P.M. and dusk.  Given the fact that most 

users are too young to drive, parents will be shuttling them to and fro.  This 

will give way to the fact that many parents will leave and then return for pick 

up which will double trips to the existing field and the proposed Sycamore 

Field.  To further increase traffic stress on this small road, undoubtedly users 

departing and arriving will increase the traffic load at any one particular time 

as games begin and end.  A traffic study which takes into account the reality 

of traffic patterns is a must.  The arrival and departure of users in the park 

cannot be plotted on a 24 hour clock.  No one will be arriving at 3:12A.M. for 

a game, get real.  Public transportation availability is ½ mile from the fields 

and the narrow road would not accommodate bus travel. 

 

And, the City has accepted grants for play fields that insist on use until 7PM.  

This is not possible during part of the year when it is dark by that time.  Part 

of the year darkness falls by 5PM.  The Hahamongna Watershed Park Master 

Plan does not allow lighting for this purpose.  Once again, the City has 

purposely misled the granting agency by accepting a grant that requires 

lighting. 

 



To ignore the function of the County of Los Angeles Flood Control Easement 

would be a foolish, if not illegal decision.  The elevation (1075?) is what the 

easement covers.  The determination of this was done close to 100 years ago.  

While the County prepares for the Big Dig of sediment removal, the thought 

of Pasadena piling dirt 10-15 feet high within the flood plain is ridiculous and 

unacceptable.  The thought of using sediment from this dig for fill is equally 

ridiculous.  Sediment is a very poor choice for shoring up a large area of land.  

But regardless of the type of dirt, interfering with the flood control purpose is 

unacceptable.  Along with this, there are further overlays of the area which 

are in the control of the Department of Fish and Game and the Army Corp. of 

Engineers.  Their responsibilities to the area must also be recognized and 

adhered to. 

 

The caviler approach Pasadena has to suggesting their plans are for 

“habitation restoration” is ludicrous.  This natural, relatively undisturbed 

area is home to many plants and animals that would be buried under this 

mountain of dirt and massive grading that would take place.  Minimal habitat 

restoration might be a good idea but to annihilate the area, introduce non 

native grass, apply fertilizers and rodenticides, remove mature trees and so on 

and so on cannot possibly be repaired or mitigated in our lifetime. 

 

The protection of the underlying aquifer must also be considered.  The 

Raymond Basin Water Master is required and charged with this.  The Monk 

Hill subarea of this basin has about 10 water purveyors who depend on the 

water.  With all of the government squawking about water, how can this not 

become front and center in this debate of use of the area.  Play fields require 

lots of water we don’t have.  Play fields require non native grass which we 

don’t want.  Play fields require fertilizers and rodenticides that will find their 

way into the aquifer. 

 
This is an excerpt from the Hydrologic Region South Coast California’ 
Groundwater Raymond Groundwater Basin Bulletin 118: 
“Natural recharge to the basin is mainly from direct percolation of 
precipitation and percolation of ephemeral streamflow from the San 
Gabriel Mountains in the north. The principal streams bringing 
surface inflow are the Arroyo Seco, Eaton Creek and Santa Anita 
Creek. Some stream runoff is diverted into spreading grounds and 
some is impounded behind small dams allowing the water to infiltrate 
and contribute to groundwater recharge of the basin. An unknown 



amount of underflow enters the basin from the San Gabriel Mountains 
through fracture systems”. 
 

The following is an excerpt from City of Pasadena’s own website 
(http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/waterandpower/water_faqs.asp): 

About 36% of PWP supply is groundwater from the Raymond Groundwater 

Basin and is pumped out of 16 deep wells located throughout Pasadena 

The Hahamongna Watershed Park is approximately 1,300 acres of open space 

extending up the Arroyo Seco Canyon from Devil’s Gate Dam. There are four 

water wells within the HWP basin owned by the City of Pasadena. 

The Devil’s Gate Dam was constructed in 1920 and renovated in 1998. It is 

used for flood protection and as a water reservoir to recharge the Raymond 

Basin Aquifer. The Devil’s Gate Dam is owned by Los Angeles County Public 

Works 

Properly dispose of the chemicals you use in your home. Every chemical you 

buy has the potential of polluting the environment if disposed of improperly. 

Remember, if your home is served by a sewage system, your drain is an 

entrance to your wastewater disposal system and eventually to a drinking 

water source. Discharges from septic tank drain fields may pollute 

groundwaters. Treat your wastewater system with respect.  

 

The City would do well to read its own documents! 

 

Peliminary Investigation B:  Water Resources prepared by Tim Brick, Arroyo 

Seco Foundation excerpt: 

“The Arroyo Seco and its mountain watershed contribute about 40% of the 

water supply for Pasadena and neighboring communities. 

  

The continued desire to include the “Sunset Overlook” feature must stop.  

Pasadena’s desire to tinker on every nearly flat piece of land is a very poor ill-

conceived decision.  I will reiterate that this is a natural area to be protected 

not exploited and the Spirit of the Sage Agreement clearly prevents this sort of 

feature, with the exception of the Sunrise Overlook in the southwest corner of 

the basin.  Further, this plan has major impact on Altadena residents whose 

privacy has not been fairly evaluated. 

 



There are also plans afoot by Pasadena regarding the trail head on Altadena 

Drive.  Once again, this plan has major impacts on Altadena residents whose 

privacy and neighborhood residential character has not been fairly evaluated.  

Altadena has not been given sufficient consideration during the entire 

planning of Hahamongna Watershed Park.  This must be rectified. 

 

Well, the list goes on and on.  Needless to say, Pasadena should recognize the 

true value and beauty of Hahamongna Watershed Park is in its natural state.  

There is an obligation to the water resources and flood control features but 

after that the best land steward practices are to leave it alone!  My questions 

and concerns regarding the Initial Study must be addressed in the Draft EIR.  

No additional play fields are necessary and none should be built.  And, the 

suggestion of habitat restoration is a solution looking for a problem.  

Pasadena’s plan of Habitat Restoration would create grave destruction on the 

existing habitat.  Once again, leave it alone!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Marietta Kruells 

 

cc:    Mayor Bill Bogaard  bbogaard@cityofpasadena.net 

 


